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Practicalities - Attendance
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Practicalities - Todayʼs Materials
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https://bit.ly/48dPkWn 

https://bit.ly/48dPkWn


Warm up | Brainwriting Activities

4
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286 

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286


Warm up | Brainwriting Activity I

5
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286 

1. Work in groups of 3.
2. Pick a colour & write your 

names on the first post-it.
3. Discuss the question.
4. Type your answers in the 

second post-it (“Your 
ideas”).

In your experience, what has 
been the most challenging part of 

writing a literature review?

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286


Todayʼs Learning Outcomes

By the end of todayʼs session, you should feel more comfortable…
1. Identifying appropriate tools to find information for a 

literature review
2. Applying strategies to organise sources, ideas, and notes 

effectively
3. Comparing and contrasting different approaches to 

structuring a literature review
4. Navigating Surviving the process of revising a literature 

review based on peer/supervisor feedback
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UoS Literature Review Writing Resources
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More infoMore info More info

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/study-skills/writing/academic
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/study-skills/research/searching
https://alt-5c8f80ee07c44.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-7916432-dt-content-rid-48027136_1/institution/Research%20Skills%20and%20Critical%20Thinking/LIBRARY%20STAFF%20USE%20ONLY%20Articulate%20Storyline%20SCORM%20zip%20files%20and%20PDF%20ADMIN%20ONLY/Producing%20a%20literature%20review/story_html5.html?one_hash=65C28C00DD43313C4F084A008A508131&f_hash=F32BDE7FFA00DB874DCE7A335196FCDE


Common ground | Definitions

a literature review is a comprehensive overview of prior 
research regarding a specific topic. The overview both 
shows the reader what is known about a topic, and what is 
not yet known, thereby setting up the rationale or need for 
a new investigation, which is what the actual study to 
which the literature review is attached seeks to do. 

(Denney & Tewksbury, 2013)
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10511253.2012.730617


Common ground | Why do we need literature reviews 

1. To clearly explain all technical terms and vocabulary related to 
that research paper.

2. To provide enough context about a research topic so that 
readers will be able to adequately judge the merits and 
usefulness of a new research study.

3. To offer an explanation and rationalization for concepts (and 
variables) included in the study.
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Common ground | Why do we need literature reviews 

4. To demonstrate what has been done in research on the topic 
in the past and what still must be accomplished.

5. To establish the main argument of a paper and justify the 
research questions.

10



Common ground | Key characteristics
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● A literature review is not a summary, but a synthesis of existing 
knowledge. A good literature review adds values. 

● Demonstrates an excellent command of the main disciplinary 
debates by means of selecting (including and excluding) 
information.

● While written in narrative form, it is not an essay, but a 
structured presentation of arguments (your own!) based on 
evidence:
○ It compares and contrasts ideas, theories, viewpoints, 

findings, approaches…



Common ground | A literature review workflow

12

Identify the main 
topics/themes

Search for 
academic sources 
(journals & books)

Read (or skim) 
relevant sources

Take notes as you 
read

Write Create an outline
Organize your 

sources and 
references

Find additional 
sources as you 

read

Search, read, 
take notes, writeRevise Revise Write (again !!!)



Finding the right 
sources

13



This and other specialised search portals offers more tools 
to filter, refine and export searches.

Includes a lot more resources (good and bad!) than any 
other database/search tool.

Searches (most) of the resources to which the library has 
access to.

Sources | Where to begin…?
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StarPlus

Google Scholar

Scopus

https://find.shef.ac.uk
http://scholar.google.com
https://students.sheffield.ac.uk/library/eresources/scopus


Sources | AI-powered services 
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Some AI-powered tools can assist you during the gathering of evidence for 
your literature review. For example, Connected Papers and Research Rabbit.

Research RabbitConnected Papers

https://www.connectedpapers.com/
https://researchrabbitapp.com/


Sources | AI-powered services

16

Some AI-powered tools such as Consensus and Elicit can help you with 
summarising key points.

ElicitConsensus

https://consensus.app/
https://elicit.com/


Sources | Guidance on GenAI

The university has issued guidance for students on how to use and 
how not to use AI tools in assessments:
▪ GenAI outputs should not be used as sources for assessment 

and you should never cite anything from a GenAI tool.
▪ Do not copy and paste content from an output produced by a 

GenAI tool directly into your work. 
• Use an output as a way to inform your further research and 

thinking.  
▪ Thereʼs no specific guidance on the use of GenAI for PGR 

studies at UoS.
17

https://students.sheffield.ac.uk/digital-learning/ai


Sources | Brainwriting Activity II

18
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286 

Chat with your group and 
post your answers on the 
third and fourth post-its.

Try out a couple of the tools in the 
previous slides. 

What do you think are the 
advantages (pros) and 

disadvantages (cons) of using 
these tools?

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286


Sources | Iterative Process
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https://doi.org/10.1080/02560054.2013.834834


Sources | Iterative Process

20

https://doi.org/10.1080/02560054.2013.834834


Sources | Iterative Process

21



Sources | Search strategies

● Follow a “general to specific” information retrieval approach.

● Identify “key authors” and “key papers” (they will likely be 
cited often in the papers you read)

○ From here use a “chaining” approach

● Browse entire journal issues (and special issues), rather than 
searching for keywords.

● Stay up to date by subscribing to get notifications of newly 
published research.
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Sources | Iterative Process

23

A controversial view…

Your literature review wonʼt be ready until you exhaust the 
iterative process of reading, identifying new works to 
read, reading new works and so on. When you donʼt find 
anything new to read – then you are done.



Organising your 
ideas

24



Sources | Brainwriting Activity III

25
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286 

Chat with your group and 
post your answers on the 

fifth post-it (“Managing 
files/notes”).

Think about the last time you 
wrote a literature review.

How did you manage the papers 
you read, and the notes you took? 

Share your best tips.

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286


Organising | Managing your documents

● Your PhD thesis is likely to have tens and tens of references 
(more likely, hundreds of references). 

● Pick an approach that works for you to keep documents, ideas 
and notes well organised. 

○ Some people like to create folders by topic.

○ Some people like to print out papers.

○ Some people like to use citations managers.

○ Some people like to…
26



Organising | Managing your documents

27



Organising | An ode to citation managers

● Citation managers (Mendeley, EndNote, RefWorks, Zotero) are 
computer programmes that help you…

○ Keep your files organised in one single location. 

○ Take notes, annotate and highlight your documents.

○ Search within your records (rather than search online).

○ Manage the references in your documents (including Word 
and Google Docs).

28



Organising | Using Zotero

29



Organising | Note taking - Two Approaches

30

The “spreadsheet” 
approach

The “notebook” or “folder” 
approach



Organising | The “spreadsheet” approach

31

Reference 
(Harvard referencing style)

Highlights 
(a few sentences at max)

Remarkable passage? 
(Any direct quote worth using?)



Organising | The “spreadsheet” approach
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Reference 
(Harvard referencing style)

Highlights 
(a few sentences at max)

Remarkable passage? 
(Any direct quote worth using?)

Posetti, J. and Bontcheva, K., 2020. 
Disinfodemic. Dissecting responses to 
Covid-19 disinformation, Policy brief, 1.
Helm, R.K. and Nasu, H., 2021. Regulatory 
responses to ‘fake news’ and freedom of 
expression: normative and empirical 
evaluation. Human Rights Law Review, 21(2), 
pp.302-328.

Rucinska, S., Fecko, M. and Mital, O., 2022. 
The role of public authorities in responding 
disinformation. In Proceedings of the Central 
and Eastern European eDem and eGov Days 
(pp. 12-17).

Caled, D. and Silva, M.J., 2022. Digital media 
and misinformation: An outlook on 
multidisciplinary strategies against 
manipulation. Journal of Computational Social 
Science, 5(1), pp.123-159.



Organising | The “spreadsheet” approach
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Reference 
(Harvard style)

Highlights 
(a few sentences at max)

Remarkable passage? 
(Any direct quote worth using?)

Posetti, J. and Bontcheva, K., 
2020. Disinfodemic. Dissecting 

responses to Covid-19 
disinformation, Policy brief, 1.

Identifies 10 types of responses to disinfodemics 
grouped under 4 major categories: (1) Responses 

that focus on identifying disinformation. (2) 
Responses governing the production and 

distribution (3) Responses within the production 
and distribution of disinformation. (4) Responses 

aimed at supporting the target audiences.

"by focussing on the modalities of response, it 
recognises that these have cross-cutting 
relevance to the different groups" (p. 3). 

Rucinska, S., Fecko, M. and 
Mital, O., 2022. The role of public 

authorities in responding 
disinformation. In Proceedings 

of the Central and Eastern 
European eDem and eGov Days 

(pp. 12-17).

Classified solutions into two major groups: (1) 
soft solution - media literacy initiatives. (2) Hard 

solutions - reactive measures targeting the 
source of disinformation The soft solutions are 

only possible where trust in institutions is higher

"There is no one and absolutely effective tool 
to tackle disinformation, and therefore a 

combination of soft and hard solutions is being 
applied in practice" (p.12).



Organising | The “spreadsheet” approach

34

Each of the classifications in Table 44.1 has a different focus. For 
example, Helm and Nasu (2021) and Durach et al. (2020) emphasize 
solutions around regulation and governmental intervention. Other 
typologies, like those by Bakir and McStay (2018) and Caled and Silva 
(2022), offer more nuance by adding approaches that involve the use of 
technology. Most of these are implemented (or should be 
implemented) by media companies and/or social media platforms. In 
this chapter, we group the former type of solutions under the label 
regulatory approaches, while we bundle the latter under the term 
technological approaches. Both of these fall under the broader 
concept of “hard solutions,” if we use the terminology proposed by 
Rucinska et  al. (2022). This is in opposition to what they call “soft 
solutions,” which includes both journalistic approaches (e.g., 
strengthening independent media, fact-checking news content) and 
educational approaches (e.g., media and information literacy 
campaigns).

Mudavadi, K. C., & Madrid-Morales, D. 
(2025). Countering Political 
Disinformation. In S. A. Eldridge II, D. 
Cheruiyot, S. Banjac, & J. Swart (Eds.), 
Routledge Companion to Digital 
Journalism Studies (2nd ed., pp. 
450–459). Routledge.



Organising | The notebook approach
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Organising | The notebook approach
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Historical evolution - Party journalism and Maoist 
heritage

The post-1990 and the raise of investigative reporting
The debate about professionalism and the ethics of 

journalism in China
- Polumbaum
- Lee
- Liang
- Pan and Lu

The physiological elements of journalism
- Journalism ink
- Lin Fen



Organising | The notebook approach

37

De Certeau, in analyzing how power operates in 
everyday life, makes a distinction between what he 
calls “strategies” and “tactics.” Strategies refer to the 
calculus derived from the centrally imposed and 
enforced framework. They consists of actions taken by 
the actors or agencies that have their “proper” 
placement in the establishment. Tactics refer to 
improvised actions of the powerless who poach the 
established order and turn cracks in it into 
opportunities to act. Tactics are thus the “art of the 
weak” to resist, appropriate, and evade the established 
order.” (P. 211-212)



Organising | Some other suggestions

● In your notes, clearly differentiate between paraphrased ideas, 
direct quotes, your own critique of the work and your own 
summaries.

● Keep notes and summaries short – thereʼs no advantage in 
having multiple pages of notes, as you wonʼt be including them 
in your thesis.

● Use a consistent referencing system, even when taking notes.

38



Structuring your 
argument

39



Arguments | Different literature reviews

● During your PhD studies, you are likely to write three types of 
literature reviews:

○ A literature review for a journal article or a book chapter (2k 
to 3k words)

○ A literature review for your confirmation review (5k to 6k)

○ A literature review for your thesis (anywhere between 15k to 
40k)

● Only one thing is common: all of them will be syntheses.

40



Arguments | Synthesis

41

Connecting viewpoints, opinions, data, findings and 
theories from a range of authors and information sources 
to build your own argument of how these ideas are 
linked to each other, and to your research project.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise

42

Reference What does it say about exams? What does it say about assignments?

Jones et al. (2004, pp. 
36-37) - uncritical approaches 

- students get feedback on their 
progress midcourse

- learn to read and write in the study 
field

Peters (2009, p. 79) - rely on memory under pressure
- no feedback during lesson - learn the discourse of the subject

UNISCA (2006)

- success relies on memory 
- ʻsudden deathʼ approach to testing 
- not equal opportunity for all students 

to demonstrate knowledge 

- teach the ʻtalkʼ of the subject

Abbot (2008, para. 20)
- ʻclean-cut approach as you get 

students knowledge under supervised 
circumstancesʼ

- inefficient, too much time to mark, 
costly 

- too many plagiarism issues



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise

43

How would you turn the notes in the previous slide into a paragraph 
for a literature review about the use of “assignment essays” in 
tertiary higher education?

Try writing 150 to 200 words synthesising the information on the 
table.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise

44

Using assignment essays for assessment supports student learning 
better than the traditional examination system. It is considered that 
coursework assignment essays can lessen the extreme stress 
experienced by some students over ʻsudden-deathʼ end of semester 
examinations and reduce the failure rate (Peters, 2008; UNISCA, 
2006). Study skills researchers (Jones et al., 2004; Peters, 2008; 
UNISCA, 2006) defend assessment by assignment because research 
assignments can be used to assess student learning mid-course and 
so provide them with helpful feedback. They also consider that 
assignment work lends itself to more critical approaches which help 
the student to learn the discourse of their subjects. In contrast, 
Abbot (2009, para. 20) argues that assignments are inefficient, costly 
to manage and are the cause of plagiarism problems in universities. 
He states that “Assessment by examination is a clean-cut approach 
as you get students knowledge under supervised circumstances”. 
The weight of evidence, however, would suggest that it is a fairer 
and more balanced approach to have some assessment by 
assignment rather than completely by examinations.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise

45

Using assignment essays for assessment supports student learning 
better than the traditional examination system. It is considered that 
coursework assignment essays can lessen the extreme stress 
experienced by some students over ʻsudden-deathʼ end of semester 
examinations and reduce the failure rate (Peters, 2008; UNISCA, 
2006). Study skills researchers (Jones et al., 2004; Peters, 2008; 
UNISCA, 2006) defend assessment by assignment because research 
assignments can be used to assess student learning mid-course and 
so provide them with helpful feedback. They also consider that 
assignment work lends itself to more critical approaches which help 
the student to learn the discourse of their subjects. In contrast, 
Abbot (2009, para. 20) argues that assignments are inefficient, costly 
to manage and are the cause of plagiarism problems in universities. 
He states that “Assessment by examination is a clean-cut approach 
as you get students knowledge under supervised circumstances”. 
The weight of evidence, however, would suggest that it is a fairer 
and more balanced approach to have some assessment by 
assignment rather than completely by examinations.

The topic sentence is 
generally part of your 'line 
of argument'.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise
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Using assignment essays for assessment supports student learning 
better than the traditional examination system. It is considered that 
coursework assignment essays can lessen the extreme stress 
experienced by some students over ʻsudden-deathʼ end of semester 
examinations and reduce the failure rate (Peters, 2008; UNISCA, 
2006). Study skills researchers (Jones et al., 2004; Peters, 2008; 
UNISCA, 2006) defend assessment by assignment because research 
assignments can be used to assess student learning mid-course and 
so provide them with helpful feedback. They also consider that 
assignment work lends itself to more critical approaches which help 
the student to learn the discourse of their subjects. In contrast, 
Abbot (2009, para. 20) argues that assignments are inefficient, costly 
to manage and are the cause of plagiarism problems in universities. 
He states that “Assessment by examination is a clean-cut approach 
as you get students knowledge under supervised circumstances”. 
The weight of evidence, however, would suggest that it is a fairer 
and more balanced approach to have some assessment by 
assignment rather than completely by examinations.

The topic sentence is 
generally part of your 'line 
of argument'.

Synthesised information 
from two sources. The 
sentence is a summary of 
their findings.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise

47

Using assignment essays for assessment supports student learning 
better than the traditional examination system. It is considered that 
coursework assignment essays can lessen the extreme stress 
experienced by some students over ʻsudden-deathʼ end of semester 
examinations and reduce the failure rate (Peters, 2008; UNISCA, 
2006). Study skills researchers (Jones et al., 2004; Peters, 2008; 
UNISCA, 2006) defend assessment by assignment because research 
assignments can be used to assess student learning mid-course and 
so provide them with helpful feedback. They also consider that 
assignment work lends itself to more critical approaches which help 
the student to learn the discourse of their subjects. In contrast, 
Abbot (2009, para. 20) argues that assignments are inefficient, costly 
to manage and are the cause of plagiarism problems in universities. 
He states that “Assessment by examination is a clean-cut approach 
as you get students knowledge under supervised circumstances”. 
The weight of evidence, however, would suggest that it is a fairer 
and more balanced approach to have some assessment by 
assignment rather than completely by examinations.

The topic sentence is 
generally part of your 'line 
of argument'.

Synthesised information 
from two sources. The 
sentence is a summary of 
their findings.

Synthesised information 
from three different 
sources into two 
summary sentences.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise

48

Using assignment essays for assessment supports student learning 
better than the traditional examination system. It is considered that 
coursework assignment essays can lessen the extreme stress 
experienced by some students over ʻsudden-deathʼ end of semester 
examinations and reduce the failure rate (Peters, 2008; UNISCA, 
2006). Study skills researchers (Jones et al., 2004; Peters, 2008; 
UNISCA, 2006) defend assessment by assignment because research 
assignments can be used to assess student learning mid-course and 
so provide them with helpful feedback. They also consider that 
assignment work lends itself to more critical approaches which help 
the student to learn the discourse of their subjects. In contrast, 
Abbot (2009, para. 20) argues that assignments are inefficient, costly 
to manage and are the cause of plagiarism problems in universities. 
He states that “Assessment by examination is a clean-cut approach 
as you get students knowledge under supervised circumstances”. 
The weight of evidence, however, would suggest that it is a fairer 
and more balanced approach to have some assessment by 
assignment rather than completely by examinations.

Information from a single 
source into a summary 
sentence and a short 
quotation.



Arguments | Synthesis Exercise
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Using assignment essays for assessment supports student learning 
better than the traditional examination system. It is considered that 
coursework assignment essays can lessen the extreme stress 
experienced by some students over ʻsudden-deathʼ end of semester 
examinations and reduce the failure rate (Peters, 2008; UNISCA, 
2006). Study skills researchers (Jones et al., 2004; Peters, 2008; 
UNISCA, 2006) defend assessment by assignment because research 
assignments can be used to assess student learning mid-course and 
so provide them with helpful feedback. They also consider that 
assignment work lends itself to more critical approaches which help 
the student to learn the discourse of their subjects. In contrast, 
Abbot (2009, para. 20) argues that assignments are inefficient, costly 
to manage and are the cause of plagiarism problems in universities. 
He states that “Assessment by examination is a clean-cut approach 
as you get students knowledge under supervised circumstances”. 
The weight of evidence, however, would suggest that it is a fairer 
and more balanced approach to have some assessment by 
assignment rather than completely by examinations.

Information from a single 
source into a summary 
sentence and a short 
quotation.

The concluding sentence 
comes after you have 
advanced your argument 
with strong backup 
evidence.

https://aso-resources.une.edu.au/a
cademic-writing-course/information-
basics/synthesising-evidence/ 

https://aso-resources.une.edu.au/academic-writing-course/information-basics/synthesising-evidence/
https://aso-resources.une.edu.au/academic-writing-course/information-basics/synthesising-evidence/
https://aso-resources.une.edu.au/academic-writing-course/information-basics/synthesising-evidence/


Arguments | Different literature reviews

● During your PhD studies, you are likely to write three types of 
literature reviews:

○ A literature review for a journal article or a book chapter (2k 
to 3k words)

○ A literature review for your confirmation review (5k to 6k)

○ A literature review for your thesis (anywhere between 15k to 
40k)

50



Arguments | Shorter Literature Reviews 

● A common way to structure a literature review is by dividing it into 
two or three categories or topics to lay out the main points. This 
could be done…
○ General-to-specific: Organizing a literature review to examine 

broad-based research first and then focus on specific studies that 
relate to the topic.

○ Specific-to-general: Organizing a literature review to try to make 
sense out of specific research studies so that a more general 
conclusion can be drawn.

○ Known-to-unknown: Organizing a literature review to examine 
current literature about the problem and then identify at the end 
what still is not known.

51



Arguments | General to Specific

52

The literature review in this paper is organized 
around three sections from the more general 
to the more specific:
▪ Chinaʼs national image and soft power
▪ Framing China
▪ Reshaping the conversation in Latin 

America
At the end of the literature review, the authors 
introduce their research 
questions/hypotheses.



Arguments | Known to unknown

53

The literature review in this paper is organized 
around three sections from known to 
unknown:
▪ Misinformation and Fake News
▪ Misinformation in Sub-Saharan Africa 
▪ Responses to Misinformation
At the end of the literature review, the authors 
introduce their research questions.



Arguments | Brainwriting Activity IV

54
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286 

Chat with your group and 
post your answers on the 

sixth post-it (“Thoughts on 
the LR…”.

In the folder I shared with you at 
the beginning, thereʼs 3 the 

literature review of 3 UoS PhD 
theses. Have a quick look… What 
are your first thoughts about the 

way they are structured?

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286


Arguments | Structuring your PhD literature review

55



Arguments | Structuring your PhD literature review

● “A typology of reviews: an analysis of 14 review types and 
associated methodologies” by Maria J. Grant & Andrew Booth
○ https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-1842.2009.00848.x 

● “How to Write a Literature Review” by Andrew S. Denney & 
Richard Tewksbury
○ https://doi.org/10.1080/10511253.2012.730617 

● “Writing for Social Scientists” by Howard Becker
○ https://find.shef.ac.uk/permalink/f/15enftp/44SFD_ALMA_D

S51215240220001441 

56

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1471-1842.2009.00848.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/10511253.2012.730617
https://find.shef.ac.uk/permalink/f/15enftp/44SFD_ALMA_DS51215240220001441
https://find.shef.ac.uk/permalink/f/15enftp/44SFD_ALMA_DS51215240220001441


Arguments | Some more thoughts

● Start with an outline with the main themes/topics, then work 
on a rough draft, that you can expand as you continue reading.

● Help you reader by always forecasting what you are going to 
discuss at the beginning of an argument, and by summarising 
the main ideas at the end.

● Find your own voice, and have a clear “story” (or narrative or 
argument or claim).

● Never. Organize. A. Literature. Review. Around. Authors.

57



Surviving the 
revisions

58



Feedback | Brainwriting Activity IV

59
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286 

Chat with your group and 
post your answers on the 

last post-it (“Surviving 
feedback…”.

What has your experience been 
with supervisor feedback? Good? 

Bad? Terrible? Amazing? Never 
got any?

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVLPyKFXg=/?share_link_id=317109974286


Feedback | A healthy relationship

● Reject the ʻrite of passageʼ idea, it neednʼt be painful
● Ask your supervisor to show you what ʻgood looks like ,̓ ask 

them for tips on what they do to sharpen their writing.
● Forget about perfect versions – submitting clean drafts is okay, 

and drafting and redrafting is normal
● Engage in peer review (when possible, if the workload is 

manageable) to see what providing feedback is like
● If you feel comfortable, ask fellow PhDs to share drafts, and ask 

your supervisor if theyʼd be OK sharing theirs too.

60



Feedback | Student views

61

https://issuu.com/niftyfoxcreative/docs/sheff_-_0103_-_infocomic


Organising | Some final thoughts I

● Avoid referencing other peopleʼs work if you havenʼt read it. It 
is also not an ideal practice to cite somebody via a third party.

● Donʼt forget older publications. 

● Engage with works that you may disagree with. Donʼt exclude 
them just because they are contrarian to your view/argument.

● Donʼt attribute ideas/opinions to authors if they havenʼt REALLY 
said what you say they have said.

● Remember to cite EVERYTHING, and list references correctly.
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Organising | Some final thoughts II

● Your language should be concrete, clear, consistent, coherent 
and precise (the 4Cs & 1P) 

● Short sentences (with one idea per sentence) are more 
powerful, and easier to read. 

● Beware of “concept hoarding”, where your literature review is a 
collection of definitions of many different concepts.

● If you talk about “multiple authors”, name them. If you refer to 
“several scholars”, tell us how many and who they are.
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How did it go?
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