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Media consumption

Never get news from social media

]
20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Never get news from radio

.
20 30 40 50 60 70 80

17/34 countries 0/34 countries where

where 50%+ of the 50%+ of the
population says they population says they
never get news on never get news via
soclal media radio

29/09/2022 African information environments and Russian disinformation tools and narratives

Never get news from TV

]
20 30 40 50 60 70 80

P
7/34 countries where
50%+ of the
population says they
never get news via

radio

AWORLD

TOP 100

UNIVERSITY



Importance of otfline spaces

... and how Russia (currently) has limited to
zero capabilities to exploit these spaces
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Existing “partnerships”

Russian Media Content Exchange/Provision Agreements

Sputnik & 4 ‘ |
Maghreb Arabe __ @ | ® Sputnik & Al-
Presse Sputnik & Ahram
Algeria Press >
Sputnik & Service A TV Novosti &
AP @ TN w Eri-TV
Sputnik & (|
RTNC ® Sputnik &
Africanews
Sputnik & @
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https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43?version=1.2&t=1611811364948
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“We should stop seeing the things through the eyes ot
others — through the eyes of Reuters or Associated
Press” Director, Maghreb Arabe Presse.

L Rl
o2’ ’
\b 32 o

ko
e @

-~ e = A74
leHepanbHbIn gupekTop TACC Cepreit Mnxainnos coobLLm, YTO areHTCTEo We Shou]_d bulld aJ [RuS Sl&ﬂ'AfI'lC&n] pajrtnerSh].p ’

HaMepeHOo aKTUBHO pasBUBaTb COTPYAHMYECTBO C Konneramu B AQpuke,

nNpeaocTaB/IATb XXUTENAM KOHTUHEHTa BO3MOXHOCTb 03HAKOMUTLCS C [ h 11 11 t h th t th
OT/IMYHOWM OT 6oNbLIMHCTBA 3anagHbiXx CMU, TpakTOBKOWM COOLITUIN B MU Cﬁrlllc Wl a’ OW uS O c a’nge e na'rra’ lves On e
APPUKAHCKOM KOHTUHEHTE

COYU, 23 oktsi6pst. /TACC/. OtHomeHust Poccyy u Agpuku B chepe I/IHClJOpM”l;WhOIe contlnent 7 D 1re Gt Or gene ra’l Gha’najla’n NeWS

06MEHOB menua u CMU HY>KOAIOTCA B aKTUBU3ALVIN U BICTPpaMBaHUN 6e3 nocpeoHY OI’
Takoe MHeHMe BbICKa3ain Y4aCTHUKUA (Dopyma I/IHCI)OpMaLU/IOHHbIX AreHTCTB C &

Adpuka", MpOXoASIIEro B paMKax cammmuTa Poccust - Abpuka B Coun.
A WORLD

TOP 100

29/09/2022 African information environments and Russian disinformation tools and narratives UNIVERSITY



‘Borrowing boats’ (f& it 5 i8)

... and how sometimes Chinese (“legacy”)
media can become conduits for Russian
disinformation
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Vaccine-preventable diseases outbreaks on the rise in Africa: W

Home / WORLD / Russia begins second phase of special military operation in Ukraine: Lavrov
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Russia begins second phase of special
. military operation in Ukraine: Lavrov

YOU BUY THE 164 reports On Ukrallne endent @ April19,2022 @8 WORLD # Leaveacomment

TRUTH

WE PAY THE 124 provided by Xinhua
PRICE &

= 75% of Ukraine stories

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. File Photo

Moscow, Russia | Xinhua | The second phase of Russia’s special military operation in
Ukraine has begun, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Tuesday.

The operation in eastern Ukraine is aimed at “completely liberating” the populations of
Donetsk and Lugansk, Lavrov said during an interview with India Today.

Independent Publications Limied, Pot 8284, Kenjokya Siret, P. 0. Box 3304, Kampala, Uganda Tel: +256-312-4637-391/ 2134  Fax +256-312:637-336

“This operation will continue, the next phase of this operation has now begun. There will
now be an important moment during this special operation,” he added.
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Co-occurrence network — The Independent (UG) Co-occurrence network — Capital FM (KE)
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Russian narratives
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Home > Newsroom > Top Stories > Kyiv tried to urgently conceal traces of military

biological program funded by U.S. Defense Dept - Russian Defense Ministry

Kyiv tried to urgently
conceal traces of military
biological program funded
by U.S. Defense Dept -
Russian Defense Ministry

MOSCOW. March 6 (Interfax) - Facts of the urgent concealment by the
regime in Kyiv of the traces of a military biological program funded by
the United States Department of Defense and implemented in Ukraine
were exposed during the special military operation, Russian Defense

Ministry spokesperson Igor Konashenkov said at a briefing on Sunday.

"We have obtained documents from employees of Ukrainian bio
laboratories that the especially dangerous pathogens of plague, anthrax,
Tularemia, cholera and other deadly diseases were urgently destroyed
on February 24," Konashenkov said.

"Russian expert of the Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Protection
Troops are now analyzing the documents," he said.

Chine Monde Photos  Vidéos Afrique Europe  Amérique duNord  Xinhua Multimédia Plus v Editions v
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Kiev a détruit des échantillons mortels provenant de
laboratoires de guerre biologique financés par les Etats-
Unis (MAE russe)

A0S French.xinhuanet.com | Publié le 2022-03-09 4 13:52

MOSCOU, 8 mars (Xinhua) -- Les autorités de Kiev ont détruit des agents pathogénes dangereux de maladies mortelles stockés dans des laboratoires
en Ukraine financés par les Etats-Unis, a confirmé mardi le ministére russe des Affaires étrangeres.

Le ministére a regu des d d'employés de laboratoires biologiques ukrainiens confirmant la destruction en urgence d'agents pathogénes
dangereux tels que la peste, 1'anthrax, la tularémie, le choléra et d'autres maladies mortelles le 24 février, selon une déclaration de la porte-parole du
ministére, Maria Zakharova.

Elle a ajouté que ces laboratoires étaient financés par le Pentagone et faisaient partie d'un programme d'armes biologiques.

Selon le ministére, ces agents pathogénes ont été i

détruits pour dissi
violé I'article I de la Convention sur l'interdiction des armes biologiques.

les preuves indi que les Etats-Unis et I'Ukraine ont

Mardi également, le ministére chinois des Affaires étrangéres a appelé les Etats-Unis a publier les détails de leurs laboratoires biologiques en Ukraine
et a exhorté les parties concernées a assurer leur sécurité. Fin

£ [Nous contacter] |& n B Ej

xinhuanews
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« Kiev a détruit des échantillons mortels
provenant de laboratoires de guerre
biologique financés par les Etats-Unis »
(Min Aff russe)
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2022 le ministére russe des Affaires étrangeres.

Le ministére a recu des documents d'employés de laboratoires biologiques ukrainiens confirmant la
destruction en urgence d'agents pathogénes dangereux tels que la peste, Fanthrax, la tularémie, le

choléra et dautres maladies mortelles le 24 février, selon une déclaration de Ia porte-parole du
ministére, Maria Zakharova,
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US biolabs in Ukraine for military purpose:
Russian official

GLOBALink | Cost of living hits high in Africa as
U.S. dollar's aggresive interest rate boosts global

inflation

Source: Xinhua | 2022-09-14 16:40:46 | Editor: huaxia
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The U.S. dollar's aggressive interest rate increases global food and energy costs, which in turn hikes the cost of living
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in African countries.
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Information infrastructure

... and how China has a competitive
advantage because of the plurality of actors
involved

TOP 100

UNIVERSITY



The 12
University
o Of
Sheffield.

Multiple engagements

Type of Involvement Example

Infrastructure Development  StarTimes is awarded the tender to implement the “Access to TV to 10,000 villages” project

Training Journalists from African countries participate in workshops organised by China’'s MOFA.
Content Production StarTimes commissions Swabhili and Yoruba original content for its own channels
Content Distribution Xinhua content offered to African publishers & CGTN is aired on national broadcasters
Direct Investment A Chinese investment holding acquires 20% of a South African media company
Public Opinion Management Chinese Ambassadors turn to Twitter to repeat Russian narratives on the war

(Madrid-Morales & Wasserman, 2019)

TOP 100

29/09/2022 African information environments and Russian disinformation tools and narratives UNIVERSITY



The
University
Of
Sheffield.

Role of “Private” sector

e StarTimes
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Is NATO Planning New War With Russia?

By Cewiinnprhitti (self media writer) | 1 month ago
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Remember the European Union's blockade of Kaliningrad, which is a Russian exclave sandwiched

between Poland and Lithuania. Lithuania blocked rail transit into the Russian exclave to punish Moscow

for its invasion of Ukraine. However, that blockade has now been lifted.
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What about audiences?

... and why it is both difficult and important
to understand “"African audiences”
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Competitive advantage
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Al Jazeera BBC CGTN CNN RT
2017 2021 2017 2021 2017 2021 2017 2021 2017 2021
Kenya 2.82 2.59 210 2.00 3.44 3.72 2.21 219 4.44 4.35
Nigeria 2.84 2.25 3.48 212 4.30
South Africa 319 3.01 2.35 2.03 3.31 3.62 2.40 213 3.77 4.04
Note: A score of 1 indicates best ranked, and a score of 5 indicates lowest rank
AWORLD
TOP 100
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Support for Chinese Narratives

Wave 1 Wave 2

South Africa 72.4% 72.4%

The COVID-19 virus probably
originated from a lab in an

Ethlopla 608% - 582% - Amercan mllltary e
South Africa 54.6% - 51.9% - Foreign forces, like
the US and the UK,
helped organize anti-government
Ethiopia 41.8% 36.8% protests in Hong Kong in 2019.
South Africa 54.8% - 58.7% - Africans living in China were
discriminated against during the
Ethlopla 492% - 515% - COVID-19 pandemlc (reversed).
South Africa 55.1% - More than a million Uyghur and
other Muslim minorities have
been unjustly detained in China's
Ethiopia 48.6% Xinjiang region (reversed).
South Afrtca i _ China has donated more COVID-19
vaccines to the developing
Ethiopia 23.4% _ world than Western countries.
Against Disinformation Narrative . Supports Disinformation Narrative AWORLD
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Explaining support for Chinese narratives

Positive coefficients indicate higher support for Chinese disinformation narratives

|

Consumption of ‘) I

International media I
Consumption of

Chinese media

Risk of foreign
influence

Seriousness of Chinese *
propaganda

Atttitudes towards
China

Atttitudes towards
the US

Country: South Africa — e —
(compared to Ethiopia)

-0.10 -0.05 0.00 0.05 0.10
Regression Coefficient

(Only showing significant predictors with a 95% confidence level)
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Information vacuums &
the long game

... and why there’s a need for a long-term
strategy in the information space
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