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Media consumption

17/34 countries 
where 50%+ of the 

population says they 
never get news on 

social media

0/34 countries where
50%+ of the 

population says they 
never get news via

radio
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7/34 countries where
50%+ of the 

population says they 
never get news via

radio



Importance of offline spaces

… and how Russia (currently) has limited to 
zero capabilities to exploit these spaces



Existing “partnerships”
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Sputnik & Al-
AhramSputnik & 

Algeria Press 
Service

Sputnik & 
SANews

Sputnik & 
Maghreb Arabe

Presse

Sputnik & 
RTNC

TV Novosti & 
Eri-TV

Sputnik & 
Africanews

Sputnik & 
AIP

(Birkevich, 2021)

https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43?version=1.2&t=1611811364948


Media Partnerships at Sochi 2019 
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“We should stop seeing the things through the eyes of 
others — through the eyes of Reuters or Associated 
Press” Director, Maghreb Arabe Presse.

“We should build a [Russian-African] partnership, 
which will allow us to change the narratives on the 
whole continent” Director general, Ghanaian News 
Agency.



‘Borrowing boats’ (借船出海)

… and how sometimes Chinese (“legacy”) 
media can become conduits for Russian 
disinformation
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164 reports on Ukraine

124 provided by Xinhua

75% of Ukraine stories
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Co-occurrence network – The Independent (UG) Co-occurrence network – Capital FM (KE)



Russian narratives
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CCTV+ is freely 
available &

distributed by both 
APTN and Reuters

Xinhua co-produces
content for several 

national broadcasters



Information infrastructure

… and how China has a competitive 
advantage because of the plurality of actors 
involved



Multiple engagements
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Type of Involvement Example

Infrastructure Development StarTimes is awarded the tender to implement the “Access to TV to 10,000 villages” project

Training Journalists from African countries participate in workshops organised by China’s MOFA.

Content Production StarTimes commissions Swahili and Yoruba original content for its own channels

Content Distribution Xinhua content offered to African publishers & CGTN is aired on national broadcasters

Direct Investment A Chinese investment holding acquires 20% of a South African media company

Public Opinion Management Chinese Ambassadors turn to Twitter to repeat Russian narratives on the war

(Madrid-Morales & Wasserman, 2019)



Role of “Private” sector

• StarTimes

• Opera.News
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What about audiences?

… and why it is both difficult and important 
to understand “African audiences”



Limited direct reach
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Competitive advantage
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Al Jazeera BBC CGTN CNN RT

2017 2021 2017 2021 2017 2021 2017 2021 2017 2021

Kenya 2.82 2.59 2.10 2.00 3.44 3.72 2.21 2.19 4.44 4.35

Nigeria 2.84 2.25 3.48 2.12 4.30

South Africa 3.19 3.01 2.35 2.03 3.31 3.62 2.40 2.13 3.77 4.04

Note: A score of 1 indicates best ranked, and a score of 5 indicates lowest rank 



Support for Chinese Narratives
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Explaining support for Chinese narratives
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Information vacuums & 
the long game 

… and why there’s a need for a long-term 
strategy in the information space


